
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Sorin Nastasia        

Department: Applied Communication Studies  Phone Number: (618) 650-5826 

E-mail Address: snastas@siue.edu                  Campus Box: 1772 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  10 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

 If yes, in which course? ACS 390 Independent Research 

If yes, for how many credit hours? 3 hours  

 

Location of research/creative activities: SIUE, Department of Applied Communication Studies and International 

Programs 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The project is related to cultural adaptation and cultural sensitivity of students who study abroad. It is a pre- and 

post- study abroad approach, employing mixed research methods including focus groups and a survey of students 

who go abroad with SIUE faculty for short-time study abroad courses and also students who go abroad by 

themselves under semester long programs arranged through SIUE's International Programs. Results will contribute 

to the training for study abroad students in the future, and also be turned into academic presentations and an 

academic publication. 

  

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
During Fall 2014, an URCA student has helped with the literature review and part of the data collection; upon 

discussions with the director of the International Programs, an initial intention to do individual interviews and a 

survey was changed to a project including focus groups and a follow-up survey. However, the project has proved to 

be too complex to do a literature review, data collection, data analysis, and writing in one semester. That is why Dr. 

Sorin Nastasia is now applying for a second URCA student to finalize the research and produce academic 

presentations and publications as well as a report for the International Programs and training modules. On the 

duration of the Spring semester, the student involved in the project will work with Dr. Nastasia and the International 

Programs office, contributing to: data collection (the follow-up survey); data analysis (thematic analysis for focus 

groups; SPSS analysis for survey); scholarly writing; and work on training modules resulting from research. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
By the end of the learning experience, the URCA student should have: enhanced their knowledge of focus group 

research - refined their knowledge of survey research - improved their ability to analyze mixed methods research 

data - developed an understanding of cultural issues in study abroad settings - developed an understanding of how to 

use communication research for building training modules for target populations 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

The student will have to collaborate with Dr. Nastasia and the International Programs office in the course of the 

research, and will have to be available for work with interviewees at points. These activities will however be 

scheduled in such a way as to fit within the student's own preferred hours. 

 

 

 

 



If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

It is preferred that the student took a research methods class (e.g. SPC 329 Communication Research Methods) and 

it would be beneficial if a student took an international/intercultural issues class (e.g. 311 Intercultural 

Communication).  

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Study abroad experience is a plus 

 


